Myasthenia gravis in infancy.
Symptoms of myasthenia gravis in infancy may occur from passive transfer of maternal disease, acquired autoimmune disease, or nonautoimmune hereditary disease. Of nine patients with infantile-onset myasthenia who were not born to mothers with the disease, two had detectable antibody to acetylcholine receptor. Patients with or without antibodies were clinically indistinguishable, except for the occurrence of similar disease in siblings of patients without antibody. Differentiation of autoimmune and hereditary, myasthenia in infancy is necessary for appropriate therapeutic measures and genetic counseling. Antibody determinations provide a useful aid in this differentiation.